Neurologic complications of primary Sjögren's syndrome.
Although peripheral nervous system disease has been well documented in Sjögren's syndrome (SS), central nervous system (CNS) involvement is considered distinctly uncommon. Sixteen patients with primary SS and CNS disorders not attributable to other causes were the subjects of this study. Cerebral manifestations, both focal and diffuse, as well as spinal cord disease, were observed. Peripheral vasculitis occurred in 12 patients (75%), 83% of whom had anti-Ro(SSA) antibodies. The high proportion of patients with concomitant peripheral vasculitis, and the observed association with antibodies to the Ro(SSA) antigen system which, in other studies, has been linked to vasculitis in SS, suggest that an immune vasculopathy may play a role in the pathogenesis of the CNS disease of SS.